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§578.32

States and our resolve to make the
world safe from the terrorism. The
polestar and globe highlight the world-
wide scope of this mission to secure our
freedoms.

(3) Reverse. The torch and fasces de-
note freedom and justice. The laurel
represents honor and high esteem.

§578.32 Global War on Terrorism Serv-
ice Medal.

(a) The Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal (GWOTSM) was estab-
lished by Executive Order 13289, March
12, 2003. It is authorized for award to
members of the Armed Forces of the
United States who have participated in
or served in support of the Global War
on Terrorism operations outside of the
designated areas of eligibility defined
in §578.31 of this part, on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001 to a future date to be
determined. Operations approved for
the GWOTSM are provided in para-
graph (e) of this section.

(b) Procedures. (1) The Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff will designate ap-
proved operations on a case-by-case
basis when requested by the Combatant
Commanders.

(2) At the request of the Combatant
Commander, the Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff may approve specific ef-
forts that are rendered by unit(s) or in-
dividual(s) that meet all other require-
ments for award of the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal however, are
not issued specific orders for the ap-
proved operation(s).

(3) Battalion commanders and com-
manders of separate units have the au-
thority to award the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal for approved
operations to units and personnel with-
in his or her command.

(c) Criteria. Service members must be
assigned, attached; or mobilized to a
unit supporting designated operations
listed in §578-31 of this part for 30 con-
secutive days or for 60 nonconsecutive
days, or meet one of the following cri-
teria:

(1) Initial award of the Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal will be lim-
ited to airport security operations
from September 27, 2001 through May
31, 2002 and service members who sup-
ported Operations NOBLE EAGLE, EN-

32 CFR Ch. V (7-1-06 Edition)

DURING FREEDOM, and IRAQI FREE-
DOM.

(2) All service members on active
duty, including Reserve Components
mobilized, or National Guardsmen acti-
vated on or after September 11, 2001 to
a date to be determined having served
30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecu-
tive days are authorized the Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal.

(d) General. (1) The GWOTSM may be
awarded posthumously.

(2) Service members may be awarded
both the GWOTEM and the GWOTSM if
they meet the requirements of both
awards; however, the qualifying period
used to establish eligibility for one
cannot be used to justify eligibility for
the other award.

(3) Order of Precedence. The GWOTSM
will be worn directly below the
GWOTEM and both shall directly fol-
low the Kosovo Campaign Medal.

(4) Subsequent awards. Only one award
of the GWOTSM may be authorized for
any individual; therefore, an appur-
tenance (e.g., oak leaf cluster, bronze
service star) is not authorized.

(e) Approved operations. Initial ap-
proved operations for the Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal are Air-
port Security Operations from Sep-
tember 27, 2001 through May 31, 2002
and Operations NOBLE EAGLE, EN-
DURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREE-
DOM.

(f) Description—(1) Ribbon. The dark
red stripe denotes sacrifice. The gold
stripes symbolize achievement. The
blue stripes signify justice.

(2) Obverse. The obverse has a stylized
globe, the universal symbol of the
world. Surmounting the globe is six ar-
rows exemplifying fighting power and
readiness, also representing the area
that terrorism is being fought; diplo-
matic, military, financial, intelligence,
investigative and law enforcement.
Below, a olive branch exemplifies peace
and an oak branch emphasizing
strength and protection.

(3) Reverse. The reverse is inscribed
‘FOR INTERNATIONAL RESPONSES
AGAINST TERRORISM’ between three
stars commemorate achievement and
below the year ‘2002°.
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